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sustainable strategies. While adverse consequences of 100 years from
now are obviously less pressing than those of next year, if they are
also of large magnitude and irreversible, we cannot in good conscience
discount them*

The outline of the report is as follows.  In this Synthesis chapter
we summarize the outlook for CC^-induced climatic change and its
effects, try to estimate how serious an issue CO2 is, and make
recommendations for improving our understanding of the issue and our
societal stance in regard to it. In subsequent chapters, individual
authors and groups of authors treat the same topics in greater depth
and for more specialized audiences. Both the Synthesis and the volume
as a whole examine this sequence of questions: How much C02 will be
emitted? How much will remain in the air? How much will C(>2 and
other greenhouse gases change the climate? Are C02-induced climatic
changes already identifiable? What would be the effects of substantial
warming induced by increased atmospheric concentrations of C02 and
other greenhouse gases on agriculture, water supply, and polar regions

and sea level? And, finally, what are the implications of the CC>2
issue for societal welfare and policy? Figure 1.3 offers an overview
of the C02 issue as treated in this report.
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FIGURE 1.3 An overview of the C02 issue,
or sections that focus on topic in box.
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